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PREFACE BY PRESIDENT OF ARCASIA 2011-2012 
 
I have the honor of extending an invitation to you to attend the Fifteenth Asian Congress of 
Architects (ACA-15), the most important gathering of the architectural minds to be held 
biennially in Asia. In 2012, the Congress is organized by Ikatan Arsitek Indonesia (IAI) and 
will be held on the Island of Bali in October. 
 
Thirty years have passed since the first ACA was held in Lahore, Pakistan in 1982. Since 
those days, Asia has evolved significantly relative to the other regions of the World. Entering 
into the second decade of the Twenty-First Century, or the so-called "Asian Century", we 
have witnessed a shift in the political and economic climate, from "Euro-American Centric" 
model to "Global-Dynamics" model crediting the transformation to the rise of Asian 
economy. We cannot ignore events and developing news today in Asia because they affect 
the World economy in some form or other. 
 
Moreover, Asia has experienced a series of natural and man-made tragedies in recent years. 
In the age of total sustainability, we must deal with the global warming which has altered the 
climatic patterns, unchanged for millions of years. Earthquakes and Tsunami in Indonesia 
affecting the whole region in 2004 and most recently Japan in 2011, together with the 
persistent and catastrophic flood in Thailand affecting millions of lives, lead a list of 
disasters in the Region. As disasters disrupt peace and harmony of our Region, we see that 
the architects in Asia have greater challenges ahead to propose solutions, which guarantee 
safety and well being of the people. 
 
ARCASIA architects have been working diligently to contribute to the creation of 
environmental sustainability guidelines in respective nations, contributing to the 
reconstruction of the communities in the post-disaster nations, and at promoting cultural 
sustainability by saving and regenerating cultural heritage building and sites throughout the 
Region. And this year, we have embarked on a mission to improve the quality of life for all 
people of the region by launching the forum for discussion in the area of social 
responsibility of the architectural profession. 
 
On the other hand, Asia has become the most attractive market for the practicing architects 
of the world today. Many architecturally significant buildings have been built designed by 
architects from around the globe. Practice of Asian architects is also becoming global in 
scope. Thus, cross-boarder practice has become an essential form of architectural practice 
of our generation. Boundless opportunities have developed for students and young 
architects of the Asia Region, to go beyond borders to study and practice taking advantage 
of the global professional and academic network of the International Union of Architects 
(UIA), ARCASIA and other regional organizations. 
 
I believe that the future prospect of architects and the architecture is bright. 
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In ACA 15, we are planning to present a forum for the discussion on globally significant 
topics by inviting prominent experts from all corners of the world. Excitement to host the 
ACA-15 is at its peak amongst the architects of Indonesia. The venue is the Island of Bali, a 
utopian environment rich of history, culture and natural settings, and the ideal place for 
discussing the issues facing ARCASIA architects and the people of the Asia region today. 
Colleagues and friends and all those interested in the future of Asia Region, I look forward to 
having a great number of participants in this year's Congress to contribute to the global 
discourse on the issues of architecture in Asia in the 21st Century. 

 
Ar. George Kunihiro, FAIA  

President, ARCASIA (2011-2012)  
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A Modernism Challenge.  

Asian Cities and Architecture Heritage in A New Paradigm. 

 

In the first decade of the 21st century Asian cities experienced extraordinary growth. 
Modern architecture is growing rapidly which can be seen in the development of cities in 
Asia, commercial buildings and residentials. Articles and statistical data in general also show 
that progress has been preceded by economic growth in Asia since 30 years. 
Traditionally the countries in Asia are known to have a rich culture and architecture. Arts, 
customs and heritage buildings are often found in Asia. Kahn (1995) and Picard and Wood 
(1997) even suggests Asia as a cultural otherness. Heritage in Asia can certainly be seen to 
contain hereditary customs, local wisdoms and unique locations. 
On the architectural side, the development of cities and architecture is characterized by the 
practice of architects across national boundaries. It is also contained in agreements between 
countries, both at world and regional levels. The works of architects, urban designers and 
developers from the country of origin are scattered in the host country overseas. With the 
rapid development in Asia, cross-border practices in addition to bringing the benefits, is 
also a threat to urban development and architecture in Asia. 
Are the cities and architecture in Asia to be developed based on its own culture, or even be 
affected by waves of modernity of the global world? Will the wisdom of the past survive and 
enrich the future architecture of Asia? Asian Congress of Architects in Bali in 2012 will 
discuss these very interesting issues. 
Discussions will be opened with a Plenary Session followed by 3 (three) separate sessions. 
Plenary Session will present the issues of urban development and architecture in Asia, 
particularly with regard to their own riches and traditions of modern challenges it faces. 
Session 1: 
Discussion about the city and urban areas in Asia including the construction of new cities 
and urban redevelopment. 
Session 2: 
Discussion to bring up architecture design based on the complexity of the rich heritage, 
local wisdom and modern sustainable design approach. 
Session 3: 
To discuss opportunities and challenges in cross-border practice. 
The Congress could also invite dignitaries at Ministers level, who can share their country”s 
vision and elaborate on their policy of how to safeguard their cultural 
characteristics/identities without losing the modernization of their architectural 
development opportunities. 
The eminent speakers will be invited to present the experiences of successes and failures so 
that all congress participants have the opportunity to learn from real examples. The 
Organizing Committee is pursuing to see on the possibility for the ACA-15 to be officially 
opened by the Indonesian Head of State, to recognize the important role and position of 
ASIA in the 21st century. 
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